
Workshop on „risk communication for upper Federal authorities” (practitioner panel) 

Project description 

The handling of complex and integrated risks constitutes an indispensible element of today’s 
governance processes. A significant part of the complexities of risks results from the 
communication betweeen the policy-makers, the scientific community, affected social groups 
and the general public. 

In the context of the “action program of health and environment (APUG)” a multistage 
method of risk communication - named “EriK”- has been developed on behalf of the Federal 
Environmental Agency (UBA) and the Federal Department of Risk Assessment (BfR). This 
method is addressed to the upper federal authorities and aims at the improvement of the public 
understanding of political decision-making. In addition, it offers practical guidelines on how 
to include the experiences and the moral attitudes of all parties in decision-making process. 
An effective management of these processes is vitally important to all authorities evaluating, 
assessing and/or managing risks. 

In order to communicate and share existing insights up to now, DIALOGIK in corporation 
with the Federal Department of Risk Assessment (BfR) will organise a two-day workshop for 
risk communication based on the EriK method. The workshop will also provide a space for 
the exchange of experiences and the chance to launch a risk communication network 
connecting the different federal departments. 

Further Information: http://www.bfr.bund.de, click on „new“ for the workshop details 

or “ERIK” http://www.bfr.bund.de/Publikationen/BfR-Wissenschaft 2005 

Duration: 

September 2005 to January 2006, the workshop will take place on the 8/9th of December 2005 
in Berlin. 

Initiator: 

Federal Department of Risk Assessment, Prof. Dr. Rolf F. Hertel 

Contact 
Project leader:  Prof. Dr. Ortwin Renn 

Researchers:  Ludger Benighaus, Dipl. Geogr. 
   Alexander Jäger, M.A. 
   Dr. Agnes Pechmann 
   Julia Ortleb, M.A 
   Frank Ulmer, Dipl. Geogr. 


